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Course: Biology E-mail: jason.ackley@dvusd.org
Teacher: Jason Ackley Voicemail: 623-445-7396 Room: 730 Prep Hour: 4/5th
Web Page/Canvas Site: Please see Canvas Tutoring Times: M-Th, 2:15-2:30

Course Description
The curriculum follows state and district standards, which can be viewed online on the district website. Students will be
responsible for learning all of the state standards and additional information the administration has instituted into the
curriculum. Students will be encouraged to develop a true understanding of biological concepts, processes, critical
thinking and problem solving skills, which are essential to learning. Biology is intensive in both terminology and concepts;
therefore, it will be necessary for students to spend time outside of class reviewing terms and concepts and making the
most of time in class by completing assignments and complying with behavior expectations. In addition to mental
preparation, it is also expected that students are physically ready for class. Therefore, they must have the required
materials, be dressed in compliance with the school dress code or lab attire on lab days.
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SDOHS will be utilizing the categories and weights associated with DVUSD Grading Practices, specifically the use of
Assessment, Coursework, and Practice categories for all entries in the gradebook. A breakdown of these changes are
listed below:

ASSESSMENT: This category includes all items used to measure a student’s proficiency toward the learning standards
once the student has had sufficient practice and at a specified point in time. This category can include summative tests,
performance assessments, reports, unit or module assessments, quizzes, long-term projects, short-term projects,
presentations, capstone projects, research papers, and lab reports.

COURSEWORK: This category includes formative work that provides students with the opportunity to learn content and
skills and to receive feedback on their learning. Coursework is assigned to provide meaningful, independent practice,
reinforce learning targets, and extend learning. This category can include in-class assignments, quizzes, exit tickets,
checks-for-understanding, and daily activities.

PRACTICE: This category includes formative student work that a student completes while in the process of learning
specific skills. Student work that is done inside and outside of the classroom, such as classwork and homework, falls into
this category.

Weights
All teacher gradebooks will utilize the following weights for each category in the gradebook.

ASSESSMENT CATEGORY 80%

COURSEWORK CATEGORY 20%

PRACTICE CATEGORY 0%





Retakes or reperformance of essential skills is important to support learning of critical skills and filling gaps in learning.
Retakes are allowed for assessments in which scores are entered into the gradebook, for full credit, if reperformance
opportunities will not be available during the marking period or in addition to reperformance opportunities during the
marking period.

In order to earn a retake opportunity, a student must complete all of the following:
Complete all formative coursework related to the content/skill assessed
Consult with the teacher
Submit a reassessment plan or application, if required byvwith t u htequiA of

i
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Cheating: In cheating, a student is taking the work of another, on any assignment, and claiming it as his/her own. At
SDOHS cheating includes but is not limited to:

● Copying and/or offering homework verbally, in written form, or by electronic means from/to another student.
● Copying and/or offering questions and/or answers on tests or quizzes verbally, in written form, or by electronic

means from/to another student.
● Pressuring other students to copy and/or offer homework, answers and/or questions on tests or quizzes verbally,

in written form or by electronic means.
● Bringing in and using unauthorized information during class time, including information stored in any electronic

device.
● Offering or receiving information under circumstances in which information is not to be shared.
● Having anyone, including parents or tutors, complete assignments and submitting the work as one’s own.
● Presenting collaborative work as independent work and independent work as collaborative. (In group work, one

person should not and will not bear the burden for the entire group assignment.)
● Copying answers from answer guides in texts.
● Fabricating data, information, or sources. Presenting made up material as authentic.

Plagiarism: The act of plagiarism may include direct copying, but it may also be more complex than verbatim repetition.
A student, in preparing a project for a class, will have plagiarized if he/she has taken information from sources without
citing the sources that have been used. Plagiarized material may appear in a student’s paper as word-for-word copying, a
summation, or a paraphrase of another’s ideas. A student has plagiarized whether the material from another source has
been taken in whole or in part. In effect, by not naming the source, the student is claiming the work of another as his/hers.
At SDOHS plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

● Submitting images and/or documents in whole or in part from the Internet without citation of the source(s).
● Copying another’s work.
● Using another’s ideas without proper citations.
● Incorporating portions of another’s writing within the context of your own work.
● Failing to acknowledge a source of information.
● Using “unique” phrases without citations.
● Using graphics, charts, diagrams, or illustrations without citations.
● Using a translator (either in-person or on-line) without proper citations

Artificial Intelligence

In the Deer Valley Unified School District, we are committed to providing our students with the best possible education
while ensuring their safety, privacy, and well-being. As part of our ongoing efforts to enhance learning experiences,
teachers may
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